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Royle Hall Burnley is a fascinating historical landmark that has played a significant role in the 
community for over 200 years. The hall has been the center of church life in Burnley for 
generations, and the lives of Canon Arthur Towneley-Parker and Archdeacon Master, his 
predecessor, spanned three-quarters of a century of residence in the hall. 

The name "Royle" means "ryelands," and the location was designated as such because of the 
cultivation of rye in the vicinity. Ancient documents give the name as Role, Role, Role, and 
Rowel, and the possibility is that Royle obtained its name from the original owner, Rail, of Nor. 
The earliest mention of Royle was towards the end of the 13th century when this district was 
referred to as Rohille. 

The hall was built in the 16th century, and while it was somewhat different from the more 
opulent residences of the day, it was nonetheless a structure of architectural good taste. The 
Townleys of Royle were one of the wealthiest families in the district at that time, and at least 
nine generations of the family lived at Royle over a period of more than 200 years. None of the 
family appears to have taken any important part in the life of the town, and only the Rev. 
Edmund Townley, who became the Rector of Slaidburn, reached any position of importance. 
When Canon Arthur Towneley-Parker died in 1902, the hall remained unoccupied until 1915 
when its owner, Mr. R. A. Tatton, J.P., who was a relation of Canon Townley-Parker by 
marriage, decided on its demolition. Fortunately, the hall was not completely demolished, and 
part of what were formerly the staff quarters were retained, along with the barn, stables, and 
other outbuildings. 

Royle Hall was undoubtedly one of the most attractive buildings in the district, charmingly 
situated in a most delightful position overlooking the Calder. The building had three gables, the 
center one of which contained a clock directly over the porched front door. The approach to the 
hall before the encroachment of the industrial revolution must have been a delightful drive. 
Today, Royle Hall Burnley is still an attractive and picturesque setting in spite of its proximity 
to modern commercialized industry. The property was purchased by Mr. T. 0. Hitchen and is 
now a residence of charm and good taste. Much of the garden is still in existence, and there is a 
preservation order on the adjoining woodlands. 

Royle Hall Burnley has a rich and fascinating history that continues to captivate visitors today. 
Its legacy serves as a reminder of the importance of preserving our historical landmarks and 
ensuring that they continue to be cherished by future generations. 
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